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WELL, 
SCORPIUSP IM 


WAITING. WHERE 15 
YOUR BLUSTER 
NOW? 

I MUST NOT 
SHOW ANY SION 
OF WEAKNESS. 









IF THE SCARRANS REALIZE MY FLEET you 
CONSISTS OF NOTHING BUT EMPTY, کت‎ DEMANDED 
UNARMED SHIPS, THEY WILL DESTROY TO SPEAK WITH 
МЕ IN LESS THAN A MICRO. ME. HAVE YOU 
NOTHING TO 
SAY? 


LAM WAITING 
FOR YOU TO 
ADDRESS ME WITH 
THE PROPER 
RESPECT, YOUR 


NONSENSE 
15 THIS, 
SCORPIUS: 


1 AM THE 
OFFICIAL ЕМ АКУ 
OF THE KKORE TO 
THE SCARRAN 
نشا‎ gm 
PROTOCOL INTENDED US TO 
DEMANDS YOU RESPECT THEIR 
SHOW ME AT LEAST MESSENGER, THEY 
AMODICUM OF WOULD NOT HAVE 
SENT YOU 


A 











QUITE THE 
CONTRARY, 


THEY SENT 
ME TO GAUGE 
WHETHER YOUR 

IMPERIUM 
DESERVES TO 
LNE. 4 


AG USUAL, YOU 
OVERESTIMATE 
YOUR INFLUENCE, 
SCORPIUS. 


ТО PRESERVE MY ILLUSION 
OF POWER, I MUST KEEP THE 
SCARRANS ON THE DEFENSIVE. 
IF THEY SEIZE THE INITIATIVE 
IN THIS CONFRONTATION, 
ALL WILL BE LOST, 















SPARE ME YOUR 
POSTURING, STALEEK. 
YOU KNOW WHAT THE 

KKORE CAN DO. 












YOU WILL 
DO МЕПИЕ; 
SCORPIUS. 





NO, I DO NOT. 
I KNOW ONLY THAT 
THEIR REPUTATION 
BORDERS O! 
MYTH. 





І HAVE NO TIME 
OR LEGENDS. 
SCARRANS DO НО! 
INDULGE IN 


I KNOW THAT ТО 
Å LIE. BUT EVEN IF IT 
RE NOT, IT WOULD. 
BEHOOVE YOU TO CONSIDER 
THE FACTS BEFORE YOU 
MAKE A DECISION. 


50 I WILL COME TO 
YOU AND DELIVER THE 
KKORE'S MESSAGE 
IN PERSON. 


YOU мен то 
COME HERE? DO YOU. 
Y THINK I WILL PERMIT 
YOU TO BRING ARMED. 
FORCES ONTO THE SCARRAN 
ITHOUT A 
FIGHT JUST BECAUSE YOU 
WAVE COLORS 
OF TRUCE? 





OF COURSE 
NOT. THAT IS WHY 
1 WILL COME 

ALONE. 












ALONE? 
YOU REALLY 
ARE МАР. 







SO BE IT. WILL 
GRANT YOU SAFE 
PASSAGE, IF FOR NO 
OTHER REASON THAN ТО 
SEE FOR MYSELF 























DDAN-MYR, THE 
SUPREME LEADER 
OF THE KKORE, HAS 
SENT ME TO SECURE 
YOUR IMPERIUM'S 
UNCONDITIONAL 
SURRENDER. 









«OR ELSE 
RENDER YOUR 
SPECIES 
EXTINCT. 





1 NOT AS IF I HAD ANOTHER CHOICE, 
OF COURSE. I CANT RISK HAVING THE 

SCARRANS COME ABOARD MY CARRIER AND 

LEARNING THAT IM THE ONLY ONE ABOARD. 


fl 


THAT WOULD. 
BE MOST. 








|| AS 1 SUSPECTED, STALEEK 
PERCEIVED MY INTENTION 
TO COME ALONE ASA 
SHOW OF STRENGTH--OR, 
MORE LIKELY, BRAVADO. 


IT'S BEEN MORE THAN 
THIRTY CYCLES SINCE I SET 
FOOT ON THE SCARRANS! 
HOMEWORLD... 


SINCE I WAG 
FORCED INTO. 
EXILE ABOARD A 
DREADNOUGHT 
WITH TAUZA. 


I HAD THOUGHT THE ONLY WAY I 
WOULD EVER RETURN TO THE. 
WORLD OF MY BIRTH WOULD BE As 
Å PRISONER OR Å CONQUEROR. 


DELIVERED ONCE MORE 
INTO THE HANDS OF MY 
MOST BITTER ENEMIES, 


MY PLACE 
THE SCARRANS' 
HIERARCHY OF 


N 


AND THOUGH TAUZA I LEARNED THAT AMONG 


WAS MY GUARDIA RRANS ONE 
SHE OFFERED ME EITHER THE HUNTE 
no (7 GO AHEAD 
AND RUN, LITTL 
MEAT! 











WHAT MAKES 
YOU THINK 50, 
HALF-BREED? 














I WAS SENT 
HERE WITH А 
MISSION. 


AND I WILL SEE IT 
ACCOMPLISHED, OR 
DIE IN THE ATTEMPT. 


EITHER WAY, 1 WILL 
NOT LEAVE THIS 


WORLD IN SHAME. 
NOT AGAIN. 





THE KKORE'S TECHNOLOGY 
AND SHEER NUMBERS ARE 
MORE THAN EQUAL. TO THE 
CHALLENGE OF CRUSHING 
THE SCARRANS. I SHOULD 
THINK GAMES LIKE THIS 
WOULD BE BENEATH THEM. 


INSTEAD, BA AND 
DDAN-MYR HAVE TASKED 
ME TO BRING DOWN THE 
IMPERIUM USING 
NOTHING BUT MY WILL 
АКО MY WITS. 


HAVE I BEEN SET UP 
TO FAIL? PERHAPS, 
BUT IT IS OF NO 
CONSEQUENCE, 


THIS 15 NOTHING LESS 
THAN THE GREATEST 
BLUFF OF MY LIFE. 


ТАМ ALONE, 

EMPTY-HANDED, AND 
COMPLETELY AT THE 
SCARRANS' MERCY. 


GENERAL BA CALLED THIS 
ЗА TEST,” TO SEE IF 1 
DESERVED TO STAND WITH 
THE KKORE. FROM MY 
SINGULAR VANTAGE POINT, 
THIS SEEMS MORE LIKE AN 
ESPECIALLY CRUEL PRANK. 





50, YOU HAVE 
ANOTHER NEW 
MASTER. FIRST THE 


PEACEKEEPERS, THEN 
THE HYNERIANS... 


NOW THE KKORE. 
THEY MUST BE FOOLS 
TO THINK A WEAKLING 

SUCH AS YOURSELF CAN 
STRIKE FEAR INTO OUR 

RULING HIERARCHY. 


YOUR IMPERIUM 
WILL SURRENDER 
TO THE KKORE... 
OR IT WILL BE 
ERADICATED. 








EMPEROR STALEEK, ON 
BEHALF OF HER MAJESTY, 
DDAN-MYR, SUPREME LEADER 








HE AND HIS 
PEOPLE Af 
ALREADY 


HIS VOICE у 
RESOUNDS IN THE DONT KNOW 
GREAT HALL, BUT TT YET. 

INE STOPPED 


LISTENING TO HIM. 


1 
NOTHING HE SAYS 
l| NOW WILL MAKE ANY 
ЩО DiFFERENCE. M 


ېه 


„BUT то 
DELIVER An 

Å ULTIMATUM LIKE 

N NO OTHER. Å 


U CAN JOIN WITH 

THE KKORE AND BE 

REWARDED BEYOND 
MEASURE... 


«OR YOU CAN 
OPPOSE THEM, AND 
INSTIGATE YOUR OWN 
DESTRUCTION. 





BEFORE you 
DISMISS THAT THREAT 
AS EXAGGERATION, 
THINK BACK TO YOUR 


Сион Š DS OF A 

\ pr 
/( REMEMBER 0 
THE HISSED TALES 


YOUR sires TOLD | 
T 


STORIES OF 
BEINGS THAT RULED 


«AND TURN PLANETS INTO UN 
SMOLDERING CLOUDS OF TITANS WHO CAME 
HALF-MOLTEN RUBBLE. AND WENT, SILENT AND 
MYSTERIOUS, FROM 
THE DIMENSION KNOWN 

AG GREY SPACE. 


I HAVE COME AND SUCH HORRORS 
HERE TO TELL REPRESENT ONLY THE 

THAT ALL TI MEREST FRACTION OF THE 
STORIES. KKORE'G DESTRUCTIVE 



























DO you 15 THAT KKORE 
REALLY EXPECT ALL YOU HAVE TO 
US TO BELIEVE OFFER US, SCORPIUS? 

HYPERBOLE AND 


SUCH ABSURD RESOURCES, 
LIES? EMPTY THREATS? 


STALEEK. 
STALEEK'S VOICE 
15 RICH WITH 

CONFIDENCI 





AND THAT IS 

EXACTLY WHAT 

YOUR WORLDS 

AND PEOPLE ARE 
TO THEM: 





| COMMODITIES EE 
...BUT HIS ENERGY 
SIGNATURE 15 то | d 


ТАМТЕР ВУ 7 
AND FEAR. EXPLOITED. „ 


HOI 
PROPAGANDA 
FRIGHTEN U Us! 
ARE YOU SAYING 


YOU REQUIRE A 
DEMONSTRATION? 


BE VERY 
CAREFUL WHAT 
YOU ASK FOR, 

STALEEK. 


THEY WILL. 


VAPORIZE YOUR 
FLEETS, KILL YOU AND 
QUE MN MINISTER А AND 


YOUR WORLDS. pA я 
NECESSARY ТО 
SUBJUGATE THE 

OTHERS. 


THEN THEY SHALL 
HAVE TO LAY WASTE 
EVERY PLANET IN 
THE IMPERIUM! 


OBLIGE. 











Le THAT'S MY CUE TO 
ADD FUEL ТО MY 


RHETORICAL FIRE. 










LET ME MAKE 
THIS PERFECTLY 
CLEAR... 





I CATCH THE 
SLIGHTEST TRACE 
FEAR IN THE AIR. 






THE KKORE 
DO NOT BELIEVE 
IN WASTE, OR IN 
NENDETTAS, OR IN 
GENOCIDE... 










BUTI 
DO. 





THE KKORE 

KNOW THAT I 
LEARNED THESE 

THINGS FROM 

YOU. I DO NOT BELIEVE YOU. IF 

YOU POSSESSED SUCH POWER 

AND THÉ AUTHORITY TO WIELD IT, 

YOU WOULD ALREADY HAVE 
EXERCISED IT--AND WE WOULD 
NOT BE HAVING THIS 
DISCUSSION. 


I AM HERE, INVITING 
YOUR PEOPLE TO 
SURRENDER, ONLY BECAUSE 
THE KKORE HAVE ASKED ME 


TO DO 50, AND I SERVE AT 
THEIR PLEASURE. 


BUT IE YOU 

РЕСИМЕ THIS 

MAGNANIMOUS, 
TIME 


BECAUSE THEY 
</ KNOW I WILL NOT 
HESITATE TO 
EXTERMINATE YOUR 
RACE FROM THE 
GALAXY. 








AND IT STILL 
TASTES LIKE 
A LIE! 
NG 
2 
| شا‎ 









DIS 


2 


THAT'S IT. GO ON. 
KEEP CALLING 


( YES, STALEEK, 


JUST BECAUSE N 
THE KKORE WANT ) 


YOU TO SURRENDER, 
THAT DOESN'T MEAN 
THAT I DO. 
I WANT 
YOU TO DEFY 
THEM! 


--80 YOUR 
KILL ME VILE RACE CAN 


ED DIE WITH 


WE'VE ALL 
HEARD OF THE KKORE'S 
POWER--AND OF THEIR 
ENDLESS CRUELTY! DONT 
YOU UNDERSTAND? THE 
STORIES AREN'T 
MYTHS THEY RE ALL 


LET ME KILL 
HIM! 


SAVE US, 


HE ع‎ 
. 5 ак! 
KKORE/ МН! pang 
KILL HIM AND P в + THERI 1 7 > 


И CONDEMN | 
US ALLS 


IT'S THE 
ONLY WAY, 
Å, STALE? 





THE RULING 

HIERARCHY WANTS 
TO SURRENDER, 
STALEEK--OVER 


YOUR DEAD BODY, > 
À f IF NEED BEI > ed 
7 








ЕРТ YOUR 
SURRENDER. 
IN THE NAME 


OF THE KKORE, 
OF COURSE. 


ON BEHALF. 
OF THE SCARRAN 
IMPERIUM... 


I OFFER... THE 
IMPERIAL SCEPTRE... 
AS A TOKEN OF OUR... 
UNCONDITIONAL 
SURRENDER TO THE 
KKORE. 


ELO! 
THE KKORE. 


TO WIN A WAR 
WITH THEIR 
REPUTATION 

ALONE. 





"WELL DONE, 
SCORPIUS.” 










“THANK YOU, 
MAJESTY” 








"THERE WERE THOSE 
ANONG D5 Мо 
DOUBTED YOU 

"HOWEVER, YOU 
ىسا‎ HAVE ACQUITTED 
YOURSELF 
ADMIRABLY." 

















RETURN TO 


МЕ 
‘ONCE. WE HAVE 
MUCH TO DO” 





ER ALL THE 
5 THAT I HAVE 
CE АТ 


IND I NE 
I KNOW WHY. 


FOUND 
WHICH, UNTIL 

W, I HAD NO 
А EX! x 


ا 
NTINUED...‏ 
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lan Brill - Editor 
Bryce Carlson - Editor 
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Stan THE MAM LEE 


It's all right there in the name. The great innovator of our industry 
is also one of the most important figures in the history of comics. 
Hence, “The Man.” А moniker so simple and declarative that it 
could only be held on the shoulders of somebody that's as larger 
than life as the groundbreaking superheroes he created. 


Starting next month, Stan Lee comes to BOOM! 


BOOM! Studios and Stan's POW Entertainment will be launching 
three new ongoing series. They're all superhero scorchers 
featuring three all-new, original characters. Joining Stan on these 
titles is some of the industry's top talent. SOLDIER ZERO by Paul 
Cornell (ACTION COMICS, DOCTOR WHO), THE TRAVELER by Mark 
Waid (IRREDEEMABLE, KINGDOM COME) and STARBORN by Chris 
Roberson (1, ZOMBIE, CINDERELLA: FROM FABLETOWN WITH LOVE). 
The three titles feature art by Javier Pina (SUPERMAN), Chad 
Hardin (AMAZING SPIDER-MAN) and Khary Randolph (SPIDER-MAN) 
respectively. 


Just now I've been looking over some of the pages and, trust me, 
you do not want to miss this publishing event. I can safely say that 
Stan's coming back to the direct market in style and delivering an 
explosive line of comics that nobody is prepared for! Join us for the 
wild ride, True Believers. 


-Matt Gagnon. 
Editor-in-Chief 


. Ross Richie - Chie Executive Officer 
Mark Waid - смей Creative Officer 





Mam Fortier - VP-New Business 
Wes Harris - VP-Publishing 

Lance Kreitr - VP-Licensing & Merchandising 
Chip Mosher - Marketing Director 








